
 

  

Insider  
- bŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ hŀƪ Iƛƭƭ - 

Arbor Court, Skilled Nursing 
Whispering Pines, Memory Care 
Magnolia Terrace, Supportive Living 
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Let the Good Times Roll 

 National Social Work Month (pg. 18) 

 National Nutrition Month (pg. 14)  

 Soup & Pie Supper 3/2 (pg. 2) 

 Wear red or Cardinals attire on 3/2 (spring training begins) 

 Senior Luncheon-Bicentennial Presentation [FULL] 3/7 (pg. 2) 

 National Registered Dietician Nutritionist Day 3/9 (pg. 15 ) 

 Magnolia Terrace sponsored BINGO at Monroe County 

 YMCA HTC Center 3/11 (pg.4) 

 Daylight Savings Time begins-Spring Forward 3/13 

 Book Fair 3/14 (pg. 2) 

 Wear orange or basketball attire 3/15 (March Madness) 

 Wear green for St. Patrick³s Day 3/17 

 Easter Egg Hunt 3/19 (pg. 4) 

 $100.00 Hidden Object (For Seniors) Begins 3/20 (pg. 4) 

 Magnolia Terrace sponsored event at Monroe County 

 YMCA HTC Center 3/25 (pg. 4) 

 Kloepper Tournament 3/28 (pg. 20) 

 Stollen (advance) orders begin 3/28 

 Accepting healthcare scholarship applications 3/28 (pg. 17) 

 Salad Day Fundraiser 3/29 (pg. 3) 

 Doctors³ Day 3/30 

 Reserve seats to MASC Theatre³s Tartuffe by 4/1 (pg. 9) 
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The March 7th Senior Luncheon will 

feature Bicentennial co-chairman, 

Dennis Knobloch and Mike Kovarick 

who will speak on the  

 

 

 

There is no more seating available for 

this event but you can still stop by be-

tween 12-1pm to purchase limited  

Bicentennial merchandise. 
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Magnolia Terrace Senior Living Apartments 
will be sponsoring two monthly events at the 
Monroe County YMCA-HTC Centerτ
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ŜȄǘΦмпрф 

U p c o m i n g  C o m m u n i t y  E v e n t s  

Saturday, March 19th 
Children and Grandchildren  

of Residents and Staff 
 

11:00 A.M.        
Pictures with Easter Bunny 
Complimentary Refreshments 

Contact Stephanie Bastien for more 
information 939-0500 ext.1459 

http://www.facebook.com/MagnoliaTerraceSeniorLivingApartments
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On February 1, 2016, Oak Hill celebrated 65 

years of providing care to  our community.  

Our celebration that day included music by 

Forest Bevineau and cupcakes for all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monroe Countyôs tradition of providing care 

to our community actually began more than 

65 years ago. One of the first acts of the 

judges of the county court of Monroe County 

was to make provision for the poor. Immedi-

ately after dividing the county into town-

ships, an overseer of the poor was appointed. 

At first the poor were placed in the care of 

residents of their respective townships who 

were paid out of the county treasury. Later 

two different houses were used as alms hous-

es and in 1858, the Monroe County court de-

cided that it was ñhumane to provide for the 

poor and friendlessò. Acting on this princi-

ple, they purchased a small tract of land from 

Charles Henckler and John Boshert for $200 

and erected an ñasylumò in order to give 

shelter to the county poor. This was com-

monly called the poor house and cost the 

county 
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county $2,288. In 1882 the records show that 

the pauper bills amounted to $2,874. There 

was no other county in the State of Illinois to 

show up as well in this respect as little Mon-

roe. The paupers are kept in an ñasylumò 

with the superintendent paid $300 a year and 

$0.20 per day for each inmate whom he has 

to board, clothe and provide with bedding. 

The ñinmatesò, 27 in number, are well kept, 

and had no complaints to make. Nine of this 

number are constant boarders and  the  others                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

are transients.  In 1919, the county poorhous-

es names were changed to county homes. 

Monroe County was the first county in Illi-

nois to build a county nursing home which 

served as both a model and inspiration to 

other nursing homes. It was governed by the 

Monroe County Board of Commissioners. At 

the time the new nursing home was built the 

commissioners were Henry Kettler, Frank 

Lutman and Fred Meister. A seven acre tract 

of land was donated by Mr. and Mrs. Ben 

Stumpf. Construction began in 1949 and the 

building was completed in 1951 with a ca-

pacity for 64 residents. The 19 residents of 

the county Alms House were the first resi-

dents to be cared for on February 1, 1951. 

A.C. Ludwig was the first superintendent of 

the home and Henrietta Bauer was employed 

as   the  head   nurse.   Within  a  few  months  
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Ludwig resigned and Mrs. Bauer became the 

superintendent. For many years, Mrs. Bauer 

was the only registered nurse and was also 

the superintendent, dietician and purchasing 

agent. 

 

When the home was first opened in 1951, the 

residents were charged $94 a month. The 

Waterloo Republican is quoted as writing 

that ñthe old folks home will house three dif-

ferent kinds of patients. One will be those 

that can pay for their accommodations, the 

second will be those receiving public assis-

tance such as blind and old age pensions and 

the third will be those inmates the county 

now houses and cares for.ò A $300,000 bond 

was issued to build the new home. 

 

At the time of the dedication of the original 

facility in 1951, it was already realized that 

additional facilities would be needed. That 

first year the new facility was filled and had 

a waiting list. In 1953, both the original 

wings of the facility were extended to in-

clude bedrooms, three porches and a recrea-

tion room. This addition allowed a total of 

115 residents to be cared for. In 1958, an L 

shaped wing was built as a second addition 

for an additional 64 residents along with a 

dining area for 150 and a basement space 

which was used as a recreation and activity 

area. The original building was 20,250 

square feet. The 1953 addition added another 

9000 square feet and the 1958 addition added 

another 20,000 square feet. After the 1958 

addition, Monroe County Nursing Home had 

the ability to care for 136 residents with 

changes in state laws. The cost to live at the 

facility in 1966 was $175 a month.  

 

Monroe County Nursing Home has served as 

a training site for many individuals over the 

years. Mrs. Bauer trained nurses and many 

nursesô aides during her administration. After 

Mrs. Bauerôs retirement, administrator Vera 

Heitman trained nursesô aides and this tradi-

tion was carried on by Joanne Dietz, Sandy 

Baum, Lorraine Hoffman and Donna 

DeWilde. The nursing home has also served 

as a clinical site for training for many years 

for Beck Vocational School and SWIC. 

 

Of course Monroe County Nursing Home 

could never have been successful without 

the dedicated staff who have served through-

out the years. The nursing home has served 

as a major source of employment and for 

several years employed the greatest number 

of individuals in the county. 

 

In 1971, a new wing was built that would 

accommodate an additional 84 patients with 

four private rooms and 40 semi private 

rooms. With this new addition Monroe 

County Nursing Home could care for 225 

residents and was the largest facility of its 

kind in the State of Illinois. Monroe County 

Nursing Home had gone from a 64 bed facil-

ity to a 225 bed facility and had served as a 

model for others. 
 

During the 1990ôs, adult day care services 

and a dedicated special care Alzheimerôs 

unit were added as services provided. The 

facility also received a facelift with several 

physical changes including the addition of a 

therapy area, enclosed garden and remodel-

ing of the hallways.  

 

In 2002, an evaluation was made to deter-

mine the cost of needed improvements at the 

home. In order to bring the current structure 

up to code and provide an attractive, more 

modern environment, several million dollars 

would need to be invested in the current 

home. In April 2003, an advisory vote was 

brought to the voters of Monroe County in 

an effort to seek the opinion and support of 

the   
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the citizens of Monroe County for a new 

home.  The community once again supported 

the nursing home with 59% of the voters 

backing the construction of a new home.   

 

We have continued to grow and change to 

meet the needs of the community. In Decem-

ber, 2006 not only did we build a new physi-

cal structure at Oak Hill but we also added 

services. The new facility included 50 sup-

portive living apartments and a better physi-

cal layout for our Alzheimerôs special care 

unit. Our Supportive Living apartments 

named Magnolia Terrace are the ideal service 

for Monroe County to offer the seniors in our 

community. Magnolia Terrace allows resi-

dents the independence and privacy of an 

apartment while still providing support and 

the security of financial assistance if it is 

needed. Providing financial assistance con-

tinues Monroe Countyôs mission of provid-

ing care for the entire community. 

 

We moved into our new facility, Oak Hill, on 

December 1, 2006.  Those of you who were 

here at that time will never forget the emer-

gency move due to an ice storm. The thing 

that was most impressive about this move 

was the overwhelming support from the staff 

and the community. This support has been 

evident over the many years from the con-

cern of the county when it originally estab-

lished the Alms House until today when we 

see the concern and care of all involved at 

Oak Hill. The community has volunteered 

their time, money and services to provide for 

the extra things that enhance the lives of the 

residents.  An Endowment Association was 

formed as a testimony to the relationship 

formed with families and residents.  Funds 

can be donated to the Endowment Associa-

tion as a living testimony to the memory of a 

loved one or in appreciation and support for 

the care given at Oak Hill. Examples of pro-

jects  

 

 

jects completed with funds donated to the 

Endowment Association are the chapel area 

and the outside pavilion area and garden. 

  

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Ser-

vices (CMS) enhanced its Nursing Home 

Compare public reporting site to include a set 

of quality ratings for each nursing home that 

participates in Medicare or Medicaid. The 

ratings take the form of several ñstarò ratings 

for each nursing home. The primary goal of 

this rating system is to provide residents and 

their families with an easy way to understand 

assessment of nursing home quality, making 

meaningful distinctions between high and 

low performing nursing homes.  

Oak Hill has consistently achieved the high-

est rating of 5 Stars since 2012.  

 

The newest plan for Oak Hill is the proposed 

addition of a new transitional care center, Ev-

ergreen Pointe.  Architectural plans are being 

developed and costs gathered to determine if 

this project will progress.  If this project 

moves forward, Oak Hill will be able to pro-

vide rehabilitative services in a separate area 

of the facility offering private rooms and 

staff that are focused on helping our commu-

nity return home after a surgery or illness.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all 

who have supported Monroe Countyôs mis-

sion of providing outstanding care and ser-

vices to our community.  We are very fortu-

nate to live in this area where seniors are val-

ued and the community supports their needs 

by providing quality services.   

 

 

 

EVERGREEN POINTE 




